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MUST BOOK 
April 21 
Gallico, Paul Knopf 
TRIAL BY TERROR $3.00 


It is happening too often. American citizens, newspaper men, staff members 
of our diplomatic force, fliers, business men have- usually through some carelessness, \ 
bravado or over-zealousness- fallen into the Communist trap, and been rescued, if at 
all, at the cost of heartbreak, loss of prestige, use of methods foreign to our nature, 
and American dollars. And every time the price seems too high- in the face of the 
lowering of our standard, a victory actually for the other side. And here, from the 
front page- into fiction, are the methods used to break a man- the destruction of will 
and intelligence and personality. The victim of the Hungarian communists in this story 
is a brash young American newspaperman, assigned to a Paris edition of an American ! 
paper. Emotionally upset over what he considers callousness in his editor in the 
case of an enforced confession of an American, the threat of the Hungarians that the 
next "spy trial" will end in a death sentence, Jimmy uses the assignment to Vienna 
to get into Hungary where he is immediately seized and imprisoned as a spy. The story 
is told in counterpoint; Paris, the newspaper office, the determined exploration of | 
every channel of release; Budapest, the prison, and the vicious ingenuity of the new 
kind of mental torture leading to the mindless man on trial. The end is predictable- 
but Gallico's use of suspense, derived from emotional tension, pins the reader to 
the page. Serialized in the S.£.P., a Literary Guild selection for May, this is 
assured entertainment for an assured audience. 


OUTSET STS Sa ra NE ETS 


Nothing to write (home) about- 


The B. Traven THE REBELLION OF THE HANGED (Knopf) will- deservedly- excite interest. 
Soft stuff, for. the rental audience, in a new P.G. Wodehouse ANGEL CAKE (Doubleday) © 
which is very much like the old P.G. Wodehouse, and the same can be said for Josephine 
Lawrence's SONG IN THE NIGHT (Morrow) which reworks another theme in a familiar family 
frame. Unusual suspense entertainment is to be found in Stanley Ellin's THE KEY TO 
NICHOLAS STREET (Simon & Schuster) and Edward Atiyah's THE THIN LINE (Harper). See 


below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 20 


Post, Mary Brinker . Messner 
PRESCRIPTION FOR MARRIAGE $3.00 


eeee-and the RX for rent in the partial marital recall of Laurie Joyce, as 
at forty, she looks back on the warm satisfactions- and one troubled time- in her 
marriage to Martin, a teacher. From the stance of the security that the years have 
brought, she goes back to the vulnerable episode of Virginia Warren, the parent of a 
problem pupil who had been more than a problem to Laurie when Martin had had an affair 
with her, which, even after its dissolution, he had refused to discuss. And as Vir- 
ginia Warren comes back into their lives, and revives- for Laurie- an old threat, she 
finds that her faith in her marriage- and Martin- is rewarded... By the author of 
Annie Jordan, this is a smoothly textured treatment of a timeless theme. 
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March 21 
Pulse, Charles K. Farrar, Straus & Young 
JOHN BONWELL $3.50 
An episodic chronicle of John Bonwell's life in the new west from the early @ 


19th century through the Civil War. Traveling from Virginia, he locates his uncle in 
Kentucky, discovers his heritage there and establishes a home for Rebekah; the murder 
of his uncle follows closely on his wedding and John is pursued by the truth of that 
crime. His ventures and plantation expand successfully until the accident which takes 
his wife and children from him and then, embittered and grim, he opens a tavern in Ohio. 
There he fights the abolitionists but unites with them when cholera strikes, gets into 
the Mexican War, and on his return blackmailed into aiding slaves through the under- 
ground so that when civil war strikes, he is for the Union rather than the rebels. And 
a last gesture discloses the truth of the old murder. Frontier life and times in un- 
pretentious portrayal - more masculine than feminine in appeal. 


March 28 


Cody, C. S. World 
THE WITCHING NIGHT $2.75 


A dark fancy which manages more than a little haunting horror and which re- 
vives the ritual of the black host- and the black mass- in a story of satanism and a 
scientist's attempt to circumvent his doom. For Joe Loomis, a doctor, cannot save his 
friend from the illness he cannot diagnose, but through his death is led to Abbie Cow- 
per, beautiful but strange, and her associates, the Dune Dwellers, whose Walpurgisnacht 
ceremonial he secretly witnesses. With the onset of intense, incessant headaches which 
destroy his powers to think- and to sleep, Loomis knows that he is the next victim, and 
while he applies intracaine to deaden the increasing pain, he also attempts to isolate 
the source of evil until Abbie alone is left and substantiates her love for him as she @ 
dies to counteract the curse.... A baleful brew and a strong stimulant for the late 


evening hours. 
April 7 


Morrison, Margaret Roy 
THE CUCKOO $2.50 


As British as a crumpet and as cosy as a cup of tea, this innocuous tale of 
an elderly couple and their changeling son. Maisie had her first child at 42 but it 
was born dead so James hurried an infant from a foundling home to her arms to save her 
life. The substitution was kept secret and James carried his family to the south of 
France to avoid local gossip. There he and Maisie's withered little life bloomed and 
blossomed and when Henry developed great musical talent their horizons were unlimited. 
When Maisie learned the truth - it wasn't as bad as she thought. Perhaps old slippers 
and bonbon department, but pleasantly polite. 


April 10 


Saint-Laurent, Cecil Prentice-Hall 
CAROLINE CHERIE $3.50 


An importation, which has sold 300,000 copies in France, which traces the hor- 
izontal progress of Caroline Berthier in her attempt to snag the fascinating dandy, Gas- 
ton de Salanches, during the Revolution. Gifted with a strange, wild innocence (Gaston 
is the authority here), Caroline still finds it salutary- and necessary- to try many beds 
in her travels through embittered, embattled France. All this, and homosexuality too, she 
tells her lovely self have nothing to do with the pure nobility of her love for Gaston. oo 
Caroline's family try to guarantee her safety by marrying her to Georges, whose Girondism 
forces him to flee from Jacobin Paris. Caroline follows him, but finally tacks off for 
Paris again with money stolen from her husband. Disguised, usually as a boy, she engages 
in love and adventure and calmly lets one man be killed for her sake. She is arrested, but 
wins a temporary respite from the death sentence through Gaston, and finally- slightly 
chastened- she sets sail for America as a cabin-boy... Amber maybe- but not forever. 
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2 
April }6© 


Corbett, Elizabeth Lippincott 
THE RICHER HARVEST $3.00 


A small town in the middle west and a familiar environment backgrounds the 
story of Charley Hinckley whose lifetime of cheerful abnegation began with his rejec- 
tion by his mother in favor of a younger brother, George. Engaged to marry Phoebe, 
Charley's plans for marriage are stalled by his father's death and the need to sup- 
port his mother, the worthless George, and the bride he brings back home. And as 
the years roll by, Charley goes on alone, sits in on the romance of Antoinette, the 
widow next door, who is waiting for another man to marry her. But when he doesn't, 
it is Charley who gives her the courage to go on, and who finds the "richer harvest" 
of marriage when a friendship is converted to love... The fall guy, whose selfless- 
ness and stoicism give him more stature than glamor, in what you might call a pur- 
poseful portrait... Rentals. 


April 17 


Des Cars, Guy Greenberg 
THE BRUTE $3.00 


-From the French, and after Simenon, is this shocker which involves the 
court trial of a blind deaf mute, monstrous in appearance, Jacques Vauthier, for the 
murder of a passenger aboard ship he was believed not to have known. The defense 
of his case, as it is undertaken by a modest man of great ability, returns to 
Vauthier's childhood, the emotional exclusion of his family and the hostility it 
engendered, the tender treatment of Solange- the servant girl- who was to marry 
him eventually, and the tutelage of Rodelec who discovered and developed the intel- 
lectual brilliance in the boy. And it is Deliot, the lawyer, who through intuitive 
deduction is able to destroy the assumption of guilt and break the confession of 
his client which is prompted by his love for and suspicion of his wife.... There's 
something to be said for euthanasia. 


April 18 


Traven, B. Knopf 
THE REBELLION OF THE HANGED $3.50 


* Like the tortuous ironies in an Orozco painting comes this graphic tale of 
peon life in a mahogany camp during the Mexican Revolution. B. Traven, the mysterious 
author of The Treasure of the Sierra Madre who lives in Mexico and about whom rela- 
tively little is known, is far from obscure in his writing. Reading at times like 
a calmly factual news story with undercurrents of steam that ices on the surface, 
the story begins with the plight of Candido, a Tsotsil Indian who is unable to pay 
for an appendectomy on his wife. Too late, he gets himself in debt to a forester 
and is forced with his two children into slave labor in a mahogany camp. To pressure 
the individual haul into four tons a day the owners hang the Indians head down from 
the trees- at the mercy of insects and their superstitious fears. With candour and 
unemotional clarity, Traven patiently and skillfully describes the daily lives, 
hopes, fears and wants of peons and owners to the beginning and through the full 
flowering of rebellion, up to the doubts and conflicts on the part of the Indians, 
the intellectual leaders, the reactionaries, as to the real purposes and the real 
futilities of an honest revolution- the hard thing that it is to achieve a truly 
resolved goal. An important, searching book, with the silent violence of the slug 
of a black jack. 














February 15, 1952 


Fiction 
April 21 
Tebbel, John Dutton @ 
TOUCHED WITH FIRE $3.50 


A fictionization of the life of Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, told by 
his aide, Philippe Brisson. Their chance meeting and voyage across the Atlantic with 
a cargo of sixty orphaned women who were to populate New France, Philippe's overwhelm- 
ing passion for Madeleine who could not rouse La Salle's interest, and the beginning 
of their long years of discovery and exploration, always pursuing La S-lle's vision 
of traversing the Mississippi to its end. The grim ordeals of opening up the wilder- 
ness, the fierce and friendly Indians, the loyalties and enmities LaSalle's bold dreams 
and stoic leadership earned through the years, the changing politics as governors were 
replaced,and La Salle's determination to save rather than destroy Canada. There was 
mutiny and desertion, too, before they reached the Gulf; and it was from his own men 
that La Salle met his death. An intimate examination of the indomitable hero, the 
drive of loveless passion and unswerving ambition, this is a long, detailed panorama 
of 17th century exploration in terms of the men who made it possible, for an audience 
with plenty of time on its hands. 


Scott, J. D. Knopf 
THE WAY TO GLORY .7/>,; $3.00 
A novel about love - but not for the light romantic readers of your rental 
market. For this, in spite of the emphasis on volupte, on the charm and the guilt and 
the sadness of sex, and the eternal triangle, raises its sights to the thesis that 
"hope is a mania" and that people do ‘hot have to like people to help" them....All of 
which British Godfrey Ansell learns when he goes to Paris, on business, having left 
his bumbling, apparently barren, wife, Tilly, in England, and, in protecting Sara wraps © 
himself in an affaire which compensates for his childhood and adult frustrations. There 
is his friend Lester, committed to the Communists, and Shire, on police business, to 
complicate the intricacy of his stay, and then there is Sara's brother, Nicky, in 
trouble with the British Air Force, and revealing their Negro heritage, to rub Ansell's 
nose into the fact of his sheltered, isolationist life. So that when Nicky dies and 
Sara is to marry Lester, Ansell can return to Tilly with the knowledge that morals 
and politics are more than worthy bedfellows. An emotional conjuring trick, with 
grave and polite overtones, this has a graciousness of nuance,- a feeling for today's 
questions that gives it a more than specious appeal. 





Bergengruen, Werner Thames & Hudson 
A MATTER OF CONSCIENCE $3.00 


In allegory this examines man's conscience and the perfection of all earthly 
beings. The tale is of a murder committed by the benevolent despot of a medieval Ital- 
ian state who sets his secret police to find the killer - and then sits back to watch 
the tide of guilt and confusion overwhelm his citizens. Chief of the police, Nespoli, 
ls given only three days to clear up the case and terrified he manufactures evidence 
to point suspicion at a half-witted prostitute.Others with guilt complexes who are 
drawn into his net are his own mistress, a priest, a secret servant of the Grand 
Prince, etc. When the Grand Prince gathers them all together to reveal his sin, he 
points out theirs and all have their moment of identification with St. Peter and his 
denial of his Lord, with each acknowledging their part but admitting that the exper- 
lence of a betraying conscience will make them better men and servants of God and the 
Prince. A well done translation from the German - but the theme seems somewhat rare- © 
fied for any save readers with a religious turn of mind. 
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April 22 


West, Anthony Houghton, Mifflin 
ANOTHER KIND $3.00 


A provocative and occasionally powerful projection of revolutionary terror- 
ism in England, which parallels the timeless conflict between good and evil in the 
lives of three against the larger drama of force and unreason. For Walter Jackson, 
escaping from the mediocrity of middle class life and a marriage which had pretty 
well dried out, falls in love with Anne Horne, a professional pick up, leaves Mar- 
gery, his wife, and his two children, to live with Anne in the mill which they buy 
in the country. Margery's liking for Anne, and love for Walter which continues un- 
diminished, ends in their common householding- with the children- at the mill. But 
Anne's pregnancy puts an end to the private concord, while a general strike- leading 
to revolution- brings on the holocaust of violence in which the Jacksons are killed, 
while Anne escapes- serene in the conviction of her love and its perpetuity in the 
child she will bear....A perspective of unrest, political and personal, of driving 
tensions and passions which evade morality= and reality, this will command critical 
attention and attract an intellectual audience similar to George Orwell's. 


April 23 


Dooley, Roger B. Doubleday | 
THE HOUSE OF SHANAHAN $3.00.“ | 


A pinpoint localization - the Catholic Irish districts of Buffalo, N.Y., 
in the mid and late ‘20's - takes care of the multiplying and dividing of the sons 
of the shamrock. Concentrated on Rose, married to Steve, a policeman, this, with 
its backdrop of the songs, phrases and politics of that era, follows the possible 
scandal of Isabel who goes into society and out of the Church when she marries 
Protestant Lovett; bootlegging, which kills Steve, and the further crossing and 
recrossing of family threads that get more and more complicated. For Gen, separ- 
ated from Dennis, now a fashionable bootlegger, loves Isabel’s crippled step-son, 
Philip; adopted Noreen loves Dennis; and Isabel is playing hookey from her older 
husband with alcoholic Gene. Meanwhile the oldsters, who have worked for the past 
aristocracy, play their part as busybodies and drive the rebels into conformity. 

A close knit fabric - lace curtain-wise - whose nostalgia is neither novel, defin- 
itive, nor compelling. 


Powys, John Cowper Philosophical Library 
PORIUS $5.75 


Among those who enjoyed the author's previous novels in this historical se- 
quence, there may be some who will find themselves at home in the midst of the tang- 
led beliefs and superstitions of the Persians, the Romans, the Greeks, and the 
Druids with which these early Welshmen spiced their Christianity. But others will 
find the obscurities of both diction and dogma almost impenetrable. The story, if 
such it is, occurs in eight days at the end of October in the year 499, and largely 
concerns young Prince Porius, great grandson of a giantess, grandson of a Roman 
patrician, son of a fanatical Christian, and second cousin to King Arthur- and 
that's just on his mother's side. During this time Porius, thrown into the leader- 
ship of this ancient Welsh kingdom upon the death of his father, comes to the real- 
ization that if his people are to survive, he must turn his back upon the forces 
of reaction and superstition and lead them toward responsible Statehood. The pub- 
lishers point out an obvious parallel to our times, and for those who like their 
parallels the hard way, this one is replete with encounters with giants, a battle 
with knights in full armor, a sinister posthumous rape, and several passages of 
primitive lovemaking. Somehow, it all seems to be "dimmed by mist and obscured by 
distance", as Powys describes the countryside about which it was written. 
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April 24 


Grey, Harry Crown @ 
THE HOODS $3 .00 


Noodles tells how he and his partners, Big Maxie, Patsy, and Cockeye, grew 
from teen-age delinquents into full-blown hoodlums and the overlords of the lower East 
Side underworld during Prohibition. From petty thievery and errand running for dope 
runners to participation in most of the rackets you have ever heard of, and from fun 
with the local nymphomaniac to a different woman every night, this is the general pro- 
gress they make. It becomes somewhat dull as our heroes are led from one job after 
another for the Combination, each explained educationally (how to break a strike, dis- 
pose of a body, heist diamonds, bootleg liquor, etc.) and with details of such similar- 
ity that events begin to blur. Frank Costello, Vincent Coll, and others eminent in this 
field lend a certain verisimilitude, just as George Washington might to some historical 
novel. The characters show little growth, though an attempt is made to show that 
Noodles has a soul- he wonders whether they should kill someone or not, and he reads 
good books... A verbatim diagram, in the vernacular, which is simple but sordid to follow. 


Wodehouse, P. G. Doubleday i 
ANGEL CAKE 5 ? $2.50 15 


Ye olde frou frou - which could mean fruity-fruity to some - as the boys of 
the old brigade gather together to take over the theatrical business in New York City. 
Center front - Cyril, (Barmy) Fotheringay-Phipps who inherits via his British relations:- 
right center, Dinty Moore, curvaceous and smart and loved by Barmy after he sets fire to 
her hat:- left center, Mervyn Potter, moompix star and unpredictable, unmanageable drunk:- 
and assorted character parts and extras. Barmy buys into (angels) a beat up old play, is 
harassed and haunted by all sorts of theatrical Things and is pulled out of failure by 
Potter's determination to play the sad, dramatic abortion for farce. Hitting the try-out 
towns but good, they are in the chips on their N.Y.C. opening - and, sashaying around 
possible troubles, sell it back to the first vendors. Recipe as before but taking in 
‘new styles and sayings. 


Hutchinson, R. C. Rinehart 
JOURNEY WITH STRANGERS $4. .00 


A strange journey, this “Journey with Strangers", as Stefanie, a waif brought 
up in the Kolbeck household, married and deserted by one Kolbeck son, married a second 
time to another son,Victor, tells the story. The time is after the Germans and Russians 
had again dismembered tragic Poland- in 1939. The Kolbecks, high born, living for the 
Poland they dreamed existed, refused to accept the inevitable future, clung to old 
traditions, felt that in their country estate lay security, for all their own, including 
Stefanie and the unborn son of Victor. Colonel Julius, Stefanie's father-in-law, ex- 
acted her promise that the baby be brought up in the Kolbeck tradition. And in the 
grim months ahead, the irony of that promise highlights the events. The Germans move 
in, the family is confined to crowded quarters, forced to heavy labor, to loss of 
dignity, to fear. Then the Russians come- ard the family is thrust forth, sent to 
a concentration camp. The baby is born on the way. Some die- some go mad. The jour- 
ney continues. Another camp. Other violences and indignities. But somehow the 
Kolbecks survive, and Stefanie, having learned the secret of her own identity, betrayed 
Julius, lost her baby, found the husband she thought dead- in the end stands again alone. 
A grim tale of an era that Europe knows too well- that to us seems very remote. This ®@ r 
story brings it closer, but makes dreary reading. 
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April 28 





February 15, 1952 


Bancroft, Mary Little, Brown 
® UPSIDE DOWN IN THE MAGNOLIA TREE $3.75 


An amiable, leisurely childhood reflection which pursues an ambient course 
around Cambridge, Massachusetts at the turn of the century, accomplishes little be- 
yond its period and character drawing. The childhood is Cathy's, as she is brought 
up by her grandmother- Mrs. Dana, an imposing and substantial woman with two im- 
Pplacable prejudices- the Irish and the Catholics. These she had not yielded in the 

face of her favorite son's marriage to Agnes, both Irish and Catholic, but Agnes' 

death- shortly after Kathy's birth- enabled Mrs. Dana to ignore the unfortunate 

affiliation. Kathy's sustained friendship with Nolan, the gardener; her father's 
remarriage to a woman she disliked; a trip to Europe; some insubordinate school 
experiences and the increasing pressure of popularity; her grandfather's death- 
this brings to a close this pattern of a time and a place, largely dominated by 
the voluminous dimensions and opinions of Mrs. Dana... Unincisive. 


April 30 


Lawrence, Josephine Morrow 
SONG IN THE NIGHT $3.50 


To marry (and if so, how young to marry) or not to marry (in the face of 
war)- this is the domestic dilemma this time, as thought out and played out in the 
families of the Millers, their offspring and their friends. For Lissa Miller, still 
unreconciled to the death of Noel, in World War II, is worrying over the draft and 
the loss of her youngest, Dair, not only to war- but also to Serene, his girl. Over- 
coming her passive resistance are Dair- and Serene- determined to have a short time 
together. There is also Janet, who wanted to marry Noel, but had been blocked by 
her parents and his, who now forgets her bitterness when she meets Owen, a conscien- 
| tious objector; Owen, who faces a barrage for his beliefs; Jory, Lissa's daughter, 
| who finds that she is childless (a secondary theme) but salves her sorrow with the 

responsibility of her brother-in-law's brood; a spinster sister, a militant gold 

star mother, etc. etc.... Again the easy, experienced entertainment which is part 
soapbox, part soap opera, for a wide women's audience. 


or SP | 2b € 


Hodson, James Lansdale Simon & Schuster | 
MORNING STAR $3.50 | 


a 


A substantial novel of the British newspaper world which lends a good deal 
of character and conviction to its espousal of political Liberalism, freedom of the 
press, and the inviolability of the editorial privilege. For the Morning Star, a 
Lancashire newspaper of particular integrity and independence, under the guidance of 
its incorruptible and idealistic editor Blackwood, faces the threat of purchase by 
self-made, self-satisfied Sam Sedgwick and absorption into his dangerously conserva- 
tive combine. This is Blackwood's story, as he does not hesitate to publish the 
facts in a case of assault involving his son which also threatens his marriage, as 
he attempts to raise the money to save his paper but rejects any offer which entails 
pressure, and finally finds his liberal angel which assures the security of the paper 
and the survival of its standards... A story which matches the fire of its cause 
with the holding personal tragedy of Blackwood's marriage, this offers solid enter- 


tainment. 
@ TWO - TOO LATE 


Frost, Ernest Harcourt, Brace 
THE LIGHTED CITIES : Soe 


Another one of those competently written English novels which would probably 
make more satisfying reading if almost all of the characters involved were not quite 


Se eee 
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so sick of themselves and their times. It concerns a coterie of highly cultivated Brit- 
ishers who conceal all sorts of ugly, passionate urges under their sang froid. Among 
them is Andreas Amanis, a power-drunk professor of art, who motivates the novel with his 
sadistic need to pulverize Alexander Rainham, an arthritic old musician caught in "a @ 
hiatus between life and death". Rainham, on the other hand, is attempting to find his 
protege, Arthur Godwin, whom he had rescued from a degraded life as a pub pianist and 
brought to the concert stage, and who had been weaned from Rainham by Amanis through 
invidious innuendo. And on the side, Amanis' chicanery involves his wife, Katherine, 
who rejects his sadistic behavior, becomes the mistress of a sterile and bewildered 
young writer, and brings all the issues here to a head... A sensitive- to decadent- 
exposure of "the lighted cities of the brain"- for a limited market. (2/25) 


University of Denver 
FATRACRES $4.00 


Trouble between free-staters and slave-staters ferments in the young state of 
Missouri, where a band of wealthy Virginians have founded new plantations and the town 
of Independence. Among them Fairacres, the plantation of the narrator's great-grand- 
parents, at first an ideal spot for corn-shucking and flute-playing, becomes the scene 
of complex drama. James Shepherd, a slave-owner fundamentally against slavery, and 
William Cantrell, his cousin, head a group of Sons of the South to protect life and 
property. Trouble explodes when they are suspected of condoning the activities of two 
mulatto slaves, Jethro and Sue Lee. Sue Lee, beautiful and passionate, is torn between 
militant allegiance to her race and her unwilling love for Cantrell, her lover.Cantrell is 
in love with pretty Mary Boyd. But nothing is solved, neither Missouri's problems, nor 
Shepherd's, nor Cantrell's, and the story ends before the Civil War- with Mary Boyd's 
marriage to another man. Asiatic cholera plays a part, lynching and the underground 
railroad and murder, and even Kit Carson wanders in at the end in a supplementary role... 
A solid historical novel, sporadic in development, but reflecting the fascination of 


Waters, G. Poe 


its background. (2/20) © 
FORMALDEHYDE & ALKALI 
March 19 
Field, Peter Morrow 
POWDER VALLEY HOLDUP $2.50 


Patient Pat Stevens, belligerently loyal Ezra, and bantam Sam Sloan, in their 
usual tripartite alliance against all threats to illegal and disruptive actions in Pow- 
der Valley. A gal whose ranch is in danger; a boy unjustly accused of murder; owlhoots 
out for a ruckus - the trio are on the prod with hot rods. Got it? 


March-26 '! | 25 


Ballinger, Bill Ss. Harper J 
THE DARKENING DOOR $2.50 


Capsule case histories woven into an interrelated web make up this story of a 
concentric pattern of iniquity and innocence which starts with a disreputable doctor and 
ends up in the dope racket. Stupid, ignorant Dr. Kroll works his way from partial vet- 
erinary practice into partnership with an abortionist and a near death heads him into 
drug pushing which brings opportunist Linderman and his addict mistress into his office. 
From then on it is Carla's descent into suicide which finishes the drab current events 
into fiction rework. Solid but sordid. 

April 10 


Nelson, Hugh Lawrence Rinehart 
THE SEASON FOR MURDER $2.50 


Jim Dunn and Zebulion Buck in the Rockies once again and the hazards of aval- 
anches and forest fires disturb their investigation of several unnatural deaths- and 
missing bills. Dunn, relying on presumption rather than proof, literally smokes out ; 
his killer on a fire-swept range. The increased action here makes for confusion rather 
than superior values. 
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April 16 4, | 23 


Wentworth, Patricia Lippincott 
THE WATERSPLASH $2 .50 


Mild Miss Silver knits her way to the solution of several deaths in a very 
British village for the backwater of Greenings conceals thwarted ambition, petty jea 
lousy, perverted passion. The issues lie in the characters of the villagers, refer 
back to old resentments, “lost wills" and surprising reappearances, and are sleuthed 
logically and systematically .. A new shine on Miss Silver. 


April 18 


Ellin, Stanley Simon & Schuster 
THE KEY TO NICHOLAS STREET $2.50 


* A clever probe of character and conduct as the murder of a young woman in 
a suburban community finds its answer in the pressure of social censure. And an al- 
ternating narrative records the events which led to- and followed- the death of Kath- 
erine Ballou, who had been loved by Harry Ayres, the man next door. From the ingenue 
commentary of the housemaid, to the moral whine of Lucille Ayres, to Harry's gentle 
resignation and finally the blunt offensive of an outsider, this is a condemnation- 
not of the crime- but of the narrowness of heart and nastiness of mind which provoked 
it. Not the virulence of Dreadful Summit, but intelligent, intense entertainment. 


April 21 


Findley, Ferguson Little, Brown-DSP 
THE MAN IN THE MIDDLE $2.75 


Unidentified corpse, Homicide West, and an almost uninhibited ex-Marine - 
is trouble for Inspector Sanford. Add up nice Lt. Hank Tepper, plus FBI, plus Tep- 
per's sister (who is all in favor of the Marine, in spite of the fact he is accused 
of four murders) and you got a not-tops but a brutal bang department in the crime- 
violence field. 

April 22 


Fisher, Clay Houghton, Mifflin 
SANTA FE PASSAGE $2.75 


* While this does not have the practiced fluency of Haycox there is a similar 
realism in the handling of a wagon train making its way down the Santa Fe trace. The 
hero is an unwashed mountain man, the heroine is a half breed, the mule skinners' 


talk is unexpurgated and unasterisked and the hardships of the trail are completely 


unvarnished. The whole dynamites itself out of the standardized field and formula. 


April 23 S }*) 


Atiyah, Edward Harper 


THE THIN LINE $2.50, 


* Peter Mason kills his mistress, the wife of his best friend, Walter, and 
lives a life of unreality when British justice does not catch up with him. Knowing 
his guilt, he faces his family- and Walter - and lives in watertight compartments 
with each impact. The tremendous excitement of evasion gives way to the need for 
confession: his wife takes on his burden, as does Walter: drink alleviates but dark 
guilt almost fascinates him into immolation. His wife gives the coup de grace - for 
good - for evil? 

April 24 


MacDonald, William Colt Doubleday 
THE GALLOPING GHOST $2.50 


The Three Mesquiteers again, Lullaby, Stony and Tucson Smith, righting old 
wrongs and preventing the false arrest of Jeff Daulton- on a murder charge. Sworn in 
as deputies, these three are able to move in against the Sheriff and the man who con- 
trols him, and in the isolation and deletion of range boss Whitlock and his Hatchet 
gang they clear up and clean up a counterfeiting operation. Standard stereotype. 
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Fancies- and Fliers @ 


Edward Streeter’s SKOAL SCANDINAVIA (Harber) is an entertaining itinerary for stay-at- 
homes as well as sight-seers; Samuel Lubell’s THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN POLITICS (Harper: 


is a provocative political perspective for the campaign year; John Fante’s FULL OF LIFE 
(Little, Brown) is a bouncing account of the baby they produce; and John Bartlow Martin’s 
MY LIFE IN CRIME (Harper) should shock its way into sales. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


March 1 


Leverton, Dr. Ruth M. University of Nebraska 
FOOD BECOMES YOU $3.50 


A very fetching format, with decorations in color - and in the manner of Peter 
Hunt - brightening the pages for a book about food, the right kind - for you. Our food 
habits, and the concepts, attitudes, associations which have formed them; weight - in 
terms of caloric needs - and the caloric values of specific foods; gaining, and losing, 
and the correct diet which considers nutrition as well as result; the daily needs for 
certain nutrients - and basic menus; and the specific phases - infancy, adolescence, 
pregnancy. Sound information which through the many charts and tables is easily assimi- 
lated. The attractive line drawings are by David W. Seyler. 


March 17 


Preece, Harold- fd World @ 
LIVING PIONEERS $2.75 





Informal history and folkways in first-person tales of old Texas, Arizona, the 
Chisholm Trail and the Cherokee Strip - but mostly Texas. Fifteen men and women still 
alive recall the last dramatic days of pioneering, - homesteading, stampedes and Indian 
fights, free range vs. barbed wire, and Harold Preece has smoothed out the prose for pub- 
lication. How the Texas Rangers discouraged fence-cutters with dynamite and quelled bor- 
der-rustlers on the Rio Grande; how one man's claim was staked and then jumped in the 
overcrowded run for homesteading land on the Cherokee Strip; the birth of the first baby 
on the Chisholm Trail; the posse which was tricked by the Indian wife of an outlaw; a 
fifteen year old boy's exploits as bronco-buster for the Comanches; a snowball fight that 
staved off a gun fight; etc. etc. these form an uneven epic of earlier days which has its 
drama and regional appeal and realism. 





March 20 


Ekvall, Robert B. Farrar, Straus & Young 
TIBETAN SKYLINES $3.50 


A man of God, good will and guts reminisces about his life in Tibet from 1929 
to 1941, with a four year break during that time. Ekvall writes little of himself and 
his family, more of his Tibetan friends - and his life serves "as a window through which 
the reader may see our Tibetan friends and the people of that land". The chapters form 
episodes in a rather rambling form - threaded by the people themselves. Ekvall gives the 
flavor of Tibetan life and interesting insights into the ideology, social customs, reli- 


gion and morals more by just happening upon them as we follow him rather than through any 

seemingly preordained design. His dealings with a "wild and reckless" people reveal | 
humor, tact and courage. Banditry, feuds, sex, violence are here, but they are recorded 

guietly and afford relaxing entertainment as well as enlightenment. 











thoughtful consideration. 








Non-fiction 


March 20 
Javits, Benjamin A. Henry Holt 
HOW THE REPUBLICANS CAN WIN IN 1952 $2.50 





February 15, 1952 a) 


A clear and resolute party platform which provides some definite principles 
for the coming campaign as against the drift- largely one of default- which has lost 
the last elections, and which shows the Republicans the Republican way in which to 
reach the independent voter- "who would certainly like a steak". The program here is 
based on seven planks; our need for a "house of business and industry" as important 
as our “house of government"; consumer representation, in terms of more goods, ser- 
vices and leisure; increased consumer participation- in the ownership of business; 
security and social benefits, provided by business rather than the government; the 
creation of industrial courts- to settle disputes; a new tax structure which will 
eliminate double taxation, hidden taxes, etc. and lastly a doctrine of world plenty 
and peace- and peace, and Russia, can be reached through trade.... The argument for’ 
industry's intervention, and the politico's promise of bigger, better things- this 
is aimed at the man in the street- on his way to the polls. 


March 21 


Tenenbaum, Joseph Philosophical Library 
UNDERGROUND $4.50 


Sub-titled "The Story of a People", this is an account of the Jews in Poland 
during the seven years from 1939 to 1945 and the holocaust of their extermination by 
the Germans. The third center of the Diaspora, Poland had been inhabited by Jews for 
a good thousand years. For 700 of those years, the Jewish community gradually but 
steadily had grown in learning, culture and wealth, gathering together the world's 
riche Hebrew museums and libraries and some of its oldest and most beautiful syn- 
agogues=- all of which went up in smoke. This is a record of ali that was destroyed- 
the books, and the bodies, that were burned. It is also the story of the resistance 
struggle of the Jews, from the famous uprising of the Warsaw ghetto to the incidental, 
insignificant battles waged in small villages, in the forests and the marshes- by the 
partisans. Annotated, with a bibliography and index, it is an impressive momument 
to an important segment of world culture that can never be replaced. 


March 26 


O'Neill, James M. . Harper 
CATHOLICISM AND AMERICAN FREEDOM $3.50 Vv 


Report repeated from page 600 of the 10/1/51 bulletin- as follows: "A cogent- 
ly reasoned and heavily documented answer to Blanshard's American Freedom and Catholic 
Power, which should provide the balance necessary in approaching this controversial 
issue objectively. Naturally, Prof. O'Neill, Catholic layman and educator in a non- 
Catholic university, presents evidence selected to prove his case. Specifically and 
categorically, he takes section after section of the Blanshard book, to prove him 
inaccurate, biased, careless in documentation. He feels that Blanshard purposely 
drives a wedge between Catholics and Jews, Catholics and Protestants; that he con- 
fuses Catholic doctrine and Catholic techniques; theological and moral questions; 
the significance of the doctrine of Papal infallibility; the confessional. Much of 
this information will clarify issues for most non-Catholics and many Catholics. 

(There would be more tolerance were there more advocates of the O'Neill stripe. ) He 
examines the heartening contribution made by Catholics to American democracy, the 
position of the Catholic nierarchy on freedom of worship, freedom of education, 
separation of Church and State, and discusses some of the legal issues involved in 
the McCollum case, etc. On matters of censorship, his position is not made very clear, 
the section on Catholicism and medicine is perhaps the weakest in the book. But for 
the most part, he marshals his facts and presents his arguments and his refutations 
in scholarly fashion. The book is not as easy reading as Blanshard, nor as dramatic, 
so many who should read it will bypass it. But it is important and should be given 
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March 26 


Streeter, Edward Harper 
SKOAL SCANDINAVIA $3.50 @ 


*The Father of the bride, and her mother, and another couple take a trip to Nor- 
way, Sweden and Denmark and this is the all too humorously human account of the traveling 
quartet. Via plane across the Atlantic, then in their own car which had been shipped 
ahead, they are confident that their carefully planned itinerary is foolproof - and find 
themselves in the goodly company of all other mice and men. There are all the flies that 
make the ointment perfect - mixed up accomodations, weather, the disintegration of what 
was to be a self-improvement project, the personal battles, (over car windows, sightsee- 
ing trips, etc.,) - and the many things that caught the fancy of the foursome. Porters , 
Folkemuseums, scenery, scenery and more scenery, ferries, food, hotels, the strangeness 
of foreign lands, manners, drink, odds and ends of history, driving problems (both as to 
routes and personal travel quirks), - this is a truthful travelogue which captures much 
of the countries' physical and human characteristics and introduces you to four enter- 
taining traveling companions. There are irreverent moments and interludes as well as 
real appreciation; there are mutual agreements and the interplay of four personalities as 
well as the division of the sexes; there's a lot of sightseeing and trouble of touring - 
but these "ignorant innocents loose in strange countries" give a fresh, most un-Baedekery 
look to their schedule. You'll like the trip - and the travelers. Illustrated. 


Norton 


Knauff, Ellen 
THE ELLEN KNAUFF STORY $3.50 


The brave - and bewildering story of the war bride who was a detainee on Ellis 
Island for more than three years, and whose exclusion from the United States was promp- 
ted by hearsay and never given any explanation by the Immigration Service. From the be- 
ginning when her letters to Kurt, her husband, were never sent through, and her privilege @ 
to have a lawyer was denied, this goes on to the long struggle, first undertaken by Kurt 
whose Washington runaround ended in puzzled exasperation, then by a lawyer, Jacobson, who 
died in the championship of her case. To be deported, as a "hazard to internal security", 
this was stayed - a first time - and a second time, twenty minutes before the plane take- 
off; a Supreme Court hearing ended in a split verdict; the newspapers, and the American 
Civil Liberties Union, picked up the story and carried on the crusade; a Congressional 
Subcommittee hearing failed to clear her case; until finally her legal admission was se- 
cured - and along with it @ condemnation of the tactics of a government bureau.... A 
story which deserves a hearing, wider than it will presumably achieve in print. 


March 31 


Prentice-Hall 


Coggins, Carolyn 
SUCCESSFUL ENTERTAINING AT HOME $4.95 


*This isn't only a virtual encyclopedia of entertaining, but it is a titivat- 
ing cookbook, a housekeeping manual, an etiquette book for the hostess (or the guest), 
and a delightful introduction to the author (if you are one of the few who don't know 
her). This is a budget conscious book - a space conscious book - a time conscious book- 
but most of all, it is a people conscious book. For to Carolyn Coggins, entertaining is 
a MUST, no matter how simply, an Open Sesame to the give and take of friendship. From 
the cocktail party (small or large), which makes it possible to see a great many of one's 
friends in this too crowded city life - to the barbecue or clam bake or picnic, this runs 
the gamut of every kind of entertaining. There's the practical approach - thinking the 
party through ahead, planning the combination of guests, the invitations,the food and 
drink. There are the "Twelve Tricks to Make a Hostess"; there are loads of suggestions 
for special holidays and special kinds of parties; there's a judicious scattering of sug- 
gestions for games. This should be a standard in its field. (Who is the author? Ask any 
bookseller in the country - yes, it is the Carolyn Coggins of the N.Y. Herald-Tribune who 
has handled public relations with the booktrade for years.) j 
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Announcing for March 31 


Wilson, Barbara L. World 
CAPSULE CLASSICS $2.95 


The shorter form- to great works, as some seventy odd plot summaries (which 
originally appeared as a weekly feature in the Sunday magazine section of the Philadel- 
phia Inquirer) are collected here. The intention here is not to replace the originals, 
but to provide an incentive to read those you have never read, or a reference tool- 
for quick recall. In the volume of coverage, this cannot compare with Frank N. Ma- 
gill's-Masterpieces of World Literature in Digest Form (Harper) which for twice the 
money offers more than seven times the content- or 510 condensations. The Wilson book 
has a short introductory biographical paragraph, while the Magill gives no biographi- 
cal information but a brief critical appraisal, and includes contemporary material. 


March ?? 


Rosenthal, Leonard Henry Schuman 
THE PEARL HUNTER $3.00 







































A gone-are-the-days recall by the outstanding Oriental pearl dealer of the 
century which conveys a lifelong fascination with the beauty of the gems he handled. 
Caucasian born, Rosenthal left home alone for Paris- at the age of l4- to "seek his 
fortune"- which he accomplished in fairly short order. Buying and selling bric a 
brac in auction houses, he acquired enough capital to enter the pearl market in the 
1890's, and a decade or two later he had a world monopoly of the field which no one 
could contest. But the devaluation of Oriental pearls with the advent of the cultur- 
ed paralleled his own losses when Hitler, and the war, forced his crossing to America 
where today, in his late seventies, he is still dealing in pearls- if cultured ones. 
There's a good bit here about the pearl, in history and legend, its value, its care,- 
and if these memoirs lack the lustre of their inspiration, they still provide a 

eS pleasant, rather formal narrative. 


April 7 


Payne, Robert Hermitage House 
THE GREAT GOD PAN $3.75 


Another examination, analysis and interpretation of the genius of Charlie 
Chaplin, this again ex-rays his pictures for the intimations of immortality that de- 
veloped from his early Keystone comedies to Monsieur Verdoux. Here Charlie is divor- 
ced’ from Chaplin, the invention from the man, and exposition, on an artistic level, 
is backgrounded not only by the influences of Chaplin's life but also by tradition, 
in history, of the comic spirit, the inheritance from the great clowns and their pro- 
jection of the desperate quality that is allied to comedy, which was dying in Europe, 
and the basis of American slapstick farce. Against this is portrayed the emergence 
of Charlie as an exponent of the human comedy, the direct descendant of Pan as he 
represents the spirit of licence and remorseless commentary and rebellion. The emer- 
gence of style is traced; the great passages are reviewed as they originate and are 
developed in later pictures; the daemonic moments are contrasted with the fantastic 
inventions and the undertones of tragedy. A high altitude inventory and scrutiny 
of a unique, universal creation, this makes an interesting companion to The Little 
Fellow (P. 521) and Charlie Chaplin (P. 169). 

Parr, John ; Little, Brown 

HOW I CURED MY ULCER $2.75 


A layman's presentation to the public at large of the diet which cured his 
peptic ulcer after twenty-five years of assorted therapies, both medical and surgical, 
@ had failed to relieve his pain- or his condition. From the initial account of the 
various diagnoses and treatments of doctors- in disagreement, to a plain physiological 
description of the various types of ulcers, he goes on to his meeting with a Dr. Spira 
and the prescription of a low fat diet (andno milk) which has been thoroughly success- 
ful in his case and of course in others as well.... For fellow sufferers of what is a 
fairly common complaint, particularly in this country, this has a definite destination. 
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April 9 
Lubell, Samuel Harper | 
THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN POLITICS $3.50 iv @ 


*A lively and fresh analysis of the American political puzzle which will pro- 
bably receive considerable attention from those in doubt about the 1952 elections. In 
the last analysis, Lubell bespeaks our need for political realignment, for the parties 
to free themselves from traditional thought patterns and allow for increased mobility 
for decision. His theory of the emergence of a new political pattern, the design of 
which he cannot presume to state, is based on solid examination of social trends such 
as the maturation of certain city minority groups, the rise of a new middle class out of 
the depression which is not so Republicanly conservative as we might think, the Negro pro- 
blem and the extreme tension it has created in the North, an ironical middle class Repub- 
licanism in the South, the new twist that isolationism has taken since the cold war, the 
new sympathies of the farmer who now worries about too little and too much government, 
"an ebbing of labor's political vitality", the cold war as it redirects thought about the 
role of government. Working with these, Lubell delves into the reasons behind Truman's 
surprising victory in 1948; why the Democratic Party seems to thrive on the stalemate of 
issues within it; how Republican reorganization, if they win in 1952, will determine the 
healthy or unhealthy state of the Democrats. As a long time worker in the field, and a 
writer of many magazine articles on politics and voting trends, Mr. Lubell's qualifica- 
tions for vivid, intelligent political thinking are augmented by his handling of this 
latest work. Although a bit deterministic at times, he works well within his theses - 
has turned out an interesting and very readable survay of our present political situa- 


tion. 
April 10 


Heinsheimer, H. W.. Doubleday @ 
FANFARE FOR TWO PIGEONS x00, 


A second book from the author of Menagerie in F Major (1947) offers a musical 
olio with the same exuberance as his first book. Here are personal experiences and 
friendships along with discussions of opera, concerts, music in the hinterlands and in 
the metropolis; with essays on copyright, composers, the fanatic range of manuscripts 
submitted for publication; and with a definite accent on the almost overnight emergence 
of a new musical climate in the United States. The community and civic groups, music as 
the concern of individuals rather than public agencies and as an element in the libera- 
tion of culture and the new forms of musical enterprise have aroused his interest and re- 
search; he is equally detailed in a profile on Bela Bartok and on other artists he has 
known; he makes good stories of the handyman musical jobs he has had. Lively and like- 
able and amusing reportage viewed from a desk at G. Schirmer's. 


Doubleday <2 


Joseph, Richard 
YOUR TRIP TO BRITAIN $275072-75 


An excellent, up to date, tourist guide, particularly for the complete novice, 
for the traveler to the United Kingdom. An enthusiastic anglophile, the author induces 
a friendly feeling for a "painless, frictionless, exasperationless" trip, analyzes mini- 
mum costs and budgeting, counsels on how to plan and tells of the agencies that can help 
you, on packaged tours versus lone wolfing. He also discusses what time of year to go, 
what to take, and the choices in ships and planes and the regulations of entry and de- 
parture. On the general sightseeing level, he advises about bus, train, plane and hired 
(or your own) car transportation, and the possibilities of biking and hiking. There is a 
section on money and exchange and another on the English people themselves, their persona- © 
lities, idiom and differences as your hosts to be. And then London and each section, from 
south to north, east to west, Scotland and Northern Ireland, is handled separately, with 
running commentary on the things to see and do and places to go, and is finished off with 
a tally of costs, local celebrations and sports events, country houses open to the public. 
Something for every taste here - energetic or lazy, day or night, buying or just shopping , 
and a friendly, personal guide. Introduction by Sir Alexander Maxwell, Chairman of the 


British Travel Association. 5 full page maps. 
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April 10 


Collins, James Henry Regnery 
THE EXISTENTALISTS $4.50 


A carefully thought out, straightforward analysis of existentialism, the 
most discussed and controversial of the philosophies of the 20th century. It should 
be of value to all who are interested in modern philosophy. Existentialism is most 
often connected by lay readers with the name of one of its chief exponents, Jean- 
Paul Sartre, who has himself said that "the present literary furor over existential- 
ism is a repetition of the cult of dadaism, which sprang up after World War I". 
Actually, Sartre's literary output is a sort of side-issue, a bridge between his 
thinking as tried and respected academic philosopher and his need to communicate 
with the public. Collins, an Associate Professor at St. Louis University, places 
Sartre in perspective for the reader. He also brings up for consideration the 
current thinking of such existentialists as Marcel and Jaspers, and goes back to 
the roots of existentialism in such 19th century philosophers as Husserl, Kierke- 
gaard, and Nietasche... A sound evaluation- for a circumscribed audience. 


April 14 


Salter, Andrew Henry Holt 
THE CASE AGAINST PSYCHOANALYSIS $2.50 


A . no-stone-unthrown barrage at psychoanalysis which from its prophetic 
opening observation ("the first half of this century marked the rise of psychoanalysis- 
the second half of this century witnesses the twilight") gives the young science an 
ample assist on its way down. Attacking Freudian theory and practice, even in its 
later adaptations and permutations, Salter starts with the fundamentals- the erron- 
eous sexual exaggeration, the concept of the unconscious, and proceeds to the tech- 
niques: the couch (an undertaker parlor's equipment), the transference, dream inter- 
pretation ("poker with everything wild"), the interminable treatment, and Freud's 
never-never land of non-normality. And statistics of failure, or unimprovement, 
lend a discouraging finality to the indictment. Salter, the author of Conditioned 
Reflex Therapy (his own palliative for a variety of disturbances and addictions) 
uses extremes to make his points and makes no allowance for the more temperate 
trend in psychoanalytic processing today. 


April 15 


Vestal, Stanley Caxton 
JOE MEEK $5 .00 


A skillful biography of the boisterous, big-hearted Rocky Mountain fur trap- 
per who became first U.S. Marshal for Oregon which goes out over the Santa Fe Trail 
in the days of beaver-trappers, rival fur-traders, Indians and settlers. These are 
the bold exploits of a sentimental, boastful, opinionated, generous, hard-drinking, 
tough American; Joe Meek fought Comanches with Kit Carson, ate ants and moccasin 
soles in the desert, and married three’ Indian squaws. Wild mountain freedom, the 
baiting of bears and parsons suited him best- but he became an unwilling farmer 
and a pro-temperance politican in Oregon, and established U.S. justice in that new 
territory. But with the Whitman massacre, in which his own daughters lost their 
lives, Meek joked his way pennilessly and uproariously to Washington- for military 
aid. Little aid came, but a territorial government was established, with Meek as 
Marshal.... An early American portrait which has vigor and vitality- to which Vestal 
lends a practised hand and an established name. 
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April 15 
Day, Laraine Doubleday 
DAY WITH THE GIANTS $2,90/42.72 @ 


An effervescert account of the movie star's secondary career as baseball wife 
with the current champions of the National League which began four years ago when her hus- 
and, Leo Durocher, was unexpectedly named manager of the senior loop baseball club in 
New York. ‘The concentration is on the distaff, domestic side of the national pastime and 
there's a running chatter on happy and disastrous marriages, the place of a wife in a ball 
player's life, the agonies of a hot pennant race as undergone in the wives' Section 19 of 
the stands, etc. etc. There's a lot too about her life wita "The Lip", whe turns out to be a 
surprisingly quiet and gentle man in the confines of the home. Some of the material is new; 
some of it is a warm up of cold diamond legend. Devotees. 

Nevins, Allan & ol a Macmillan 

Thomas, Milton Halsey- fds 4 Vols. $35.00 (Prepub. $30.00) 

THE DIARY OF GEORGE TEMPLETON STRONG 


Report repeated from page 673 of the November 15th bulletin, as follows: "As a 
New York lawyer and an intelligent, cultured man, the notes George Templeton Strong kept 

of his life and times between 1835 and 1875 merit historian Allan Nevins' introductory com- 
ment- “a sweeping panorama of social and political change". Beginning with his days as an 
indergraduate at Columbia College, Strong continued his diary through law school, and in- 
‘ludes comments on New York's political machinery, the emotional problems of his friends, 
he issues of the Civil War, court trials and their political and psychological manifesta- 
Lions, the presidency and the assassination of Lincoln, and so forth until his death - 
yrought on by not too surprising overdoses of work and the attempt to indulge in every ac- 
Livity that came his way. This bulk of writing, clear and quite polished almost in its en- 
irety, is full to brimming with Pepysianly humorous, prooing and all-encompassing observa- 
ions of @ man whose interests rangei from Herodotus to engineering, from the price of wheat 
) a mistress' love letters. Strong moves through nineteenth century life in New York and 
lew England with a zest and breadth *hat makes his description of it valuable source materiai 
pnd a decidedly refreshing douse from the sea of history. Nevins and Taylor heve added many 
ielpful and guiding editorial notes to breach gaps and make the necessary enlightenmenits. 

As a collector's item, it should be of interest to many in spite of its size and price.” 


April 16 2% %0 


j Bard, Mary Lippincott 
FORTY ODD $3.50 


*The doctor's wife of The Doctor Wears Three Faces again lends a bright, perso- 
hal touch to the account of her year - 40 to 41 - and her scattered progression through a 
series of panaceas, physiological and emotional. From that forlorn day which brought a 

ylon nightgown from her husband, Jim, and a copy of i j/oman’s Best Years from a solicitous 
riend, to Jim's reassurance that she hadn't changed a bit ("except for a hangdog expression 
ind a slight pod") this follows ber on her rounds of reforms and resolutions as she alter- 
hated between hormones and estrogenic creams, rugged calisthenics and bedrest, the reorga- 
hization of her kitchen drawers and the glamorization of her wardrobe, a skiing trip alone 
nd a house full of a Brownie troop, a re-reading of the Great Books and piano lessons which 
ould do away with muscle atrophy, etc. etc. until she finally settled in and down to the 
act that sne was forty but not finished... For some, just for amusement - for others, 
bhere's a certain intimacy and identification as well. 
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April 17 


Lowell, Joan Little, Brown - D.S.P. 
PROMISED LAND $3.50 


The learn, learn, learn of a civilized couple who decide to tackle the far 
horizons and pioneer in central Brazil. To win her husband, seagoing Captain Howen, 
the author agrees to live with the natives on the coast until he comes to get her and 
there begins her education in finding a local way. Then the chance to earn a home- 
stead by hacking a way through the wilderness and the paid killers and migrants that 
work for them, the necessary etiquette of frontier customs, the unending emergencies 
and problems that left her too lacking in courage to complain, and the medical mini- 
strations that landed them in a murder charge. And the unbecoming humiliation when 
she found out that her companions of the road judged her to be incapable and incom- 
petent, her unwelcome suggestions that she and Bowen acquire or produce from the boun- 
ty of the land (practical but unpalatable), and their change of plans as Sayao, the 
empire builder hires them to switch their course for the opening up of lands for the 
hitherto floating tenant-farmer population. How they were dispossessed and how their . 
rewards led them to a coffee plantation and a contented rich sense of accomplishment 
tailor this for those who feel a ready-made existence irksome. Buoyant. 


April 18 
Govan, Gilbert E. & Livingood : Dutton 
James W. THE CHAYTANUUGA COUNTRY 1540 - 1951 $5 .00 


A panorama of the growth and development of an area, from a frontier settle- 
ment, to village, infant town and city, this mirrors a geographical gateway in its in- 
dividual role, both in local and national, and sometimes international affairs. It 
follows a familiar pattern - early history, exploration, pioneering and the settling 
in - and continues with its importance as 4 communicating roadway, the establishment 
and abandonment of the Cherokee Nation, the way in which Ross' Landing became Chatta- 
nooga, the progress from trail to river to railroad travel and the ensuing results on 
the community. The origins of an industrial, rather than a plantation Southern, eco- 
nomy, the exploitation of natural resources and the growth of domestic business, the 
importance of its political complexion, its part in the Civil War - at first untouched, 
then the center of battle, and at the end, a backwash - and again an advancement as po- 
tentials were realized, - all are faithfully followed. Ochs and 7e Times, Coca Cola, 
the feud with Georgia, various economic cycles, TVA, causes celebres, etc. are high- 
lighted and the whole provides a close-meshed survey of specific regional interest, 
which while not handled in dramatic fashion nevertheless combines thoughtfulness and 
deep personal interest. 


April 21 


Greer, James Kimmins Dutton 
COLONEL JACK HAYS $6.00 


A steady-paced biography of the Texas frontier leader and California builder 
which gives a detailed account of his exploits. These exploits, though of interest in 
view of our American past and often in themselves, are presented in the circumscribed 
area of the immediate and the individual, with little attention to historical perspec-. 
tive or scope. Innumerable battles with Indians, guerillas and Mexicans before and du- 
ring the Mexican War are recorded, some exciting, some not, but all revealing Hays as a 
fine leader and militarist - though he fought quickly to get it over with. Hays’ jour- 
ney to-California, his settling in Oakland to become a builder, rancher and capitalist, 
his posts as Sheriff, brigade inspector of the militia, Surveyor General of California, 
Democratic Party politician - are given solid treatment. His personal life and charac- 
ter is reflected through his contemporaries - but somehow, the mild but magnetic leader 
is still sitting his horse a few paces out of camp. 








Illustrated with photographs and maps. 
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April 21 
Knopf 


THE STATE OF LATIN AMERICA $4. a @ 


A definitive survey, politically, of South and Central America and the Carib- 
bean countries by @ man who has earned a good reputation in North America as a professor 
Latin American studies at Columbia University. The chapter by chapter comment on the 
recent political history of each country is prefaced by the prediction of a strong and 
yorld important future for the southern continent. Its population is now larger than 
that of the United States and economic development is paralleling the swiftness of the 
United States in the last century. Further, he says that socially and politically, there 
ire two Latin Americas: one, the visible, extant forms of government whatever they are, and 
the other, the but periodically-seen seething masses of revolt. Argentina has a tyrannical 

overnment. Venezuela, Colombia and Peru, among others, have dictatorships. Throughout 
the discussions, extremely factual and well planned in themselves, there is a predilection 
for leftist-socialist political tendencies wherever they appear and it is on these that Mr. 
\rciniegas seems to pin his hopes. As to communist elements, present Latin American con- 
litions of poverty and revolt should provide fertile ground for development, which, accor- 
ling to the author, has not taken place. It is on such points as this and a certain whin- 
icality of spot judgyment , due perhaps to the author's long absence from his homeland or 
his attempt to produce a livelier text, that the book may run into argument. On the whole 
hough it is a work of need and value. Among the appendices there is a well compiled chro- 
nological table of events since 1930, population tables, the charter of the Inter-American 


Press Association. 


Arciniegas, German 


Barry, Henry | Knopf 
I'LL BE SEEING YOU $3.00 


A strictly personal story of affliction which rings up the responses of a young 

man to sudden, total blindness and traces his reconciliation and readjustment to the loss 

f sight. For Barry, a small town boy from Brockton, Mass., was a G.I. casualty overseas, 

nd when shipped back to the States via England - faced the inalterable verdict that he 

ould never see again. The first dark months, emotional as well as physical, in a hospital 

n Pennsylvania; the regime of rehabilitation, as he learned to feed himself and walk alone; 
the first furlough home and the time spent happily - and self-sufficiently with his two 
youngsters; further convalescence, and training at the special hospital in Avon from which 

le emerged ready for the world - and work with no concession to his disability.... A straight- 
orward narrative, which does not minimize- or dramatize - the many barriers to be overridden, 
he low spots of isolation and humiliation, the occasional embarassing to infuriating encoun- 
ers with those who are more fortunate but less sensitive, this has a direct simplicity and 


appeal. 


MacIver, Robert M. Knopf a 
DEMOCRACY AND THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGE $3,060 2.50 


In the abstract, the author presents his case for an intelligent free enterprise 
ystem as god's gift to the world from the United States of America. As a professor of po- 
Litical science at Columbia University, Mr. MacIver has written this book as a series of 
five lectures sponsored by the University of Michigan Law School's William W. Cook Founda- 
pion, the titles of which show his method of approach: Public and Private Economic Power; 

‘he Rise of Private Economic Power; The Portent of Karl Marx; Democracy and the Planned Eco- 

omy: The Meaning for America. Marx he repudiates in traditional terms, saying that com- 

nist means defy their ends and so forth. In ever increasing sentimental generalizations, 

e comes to the conclusions that too much planning and government control imperils social 

ireedom, weakens social energies, that we must seek the proper combinations and defend our- @® 
elves with truths and not half truths. There is not much of value toward problem solving 

ere but it's a good credo for Americans who think a little beyond the level of a Legion- 


aire. 
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April 21 


Fante, John Little, Brown 
FULL OF LIFE $2.75 





*An exuberant, extravagant chronicle of gestation which romps through to the 
final production of the Fante's firstborn in high Italianate style and immerses a suc- 
cession of hair-raising to breast-beating sequences in tears - and Chianti. For Emily, 
"a bloated goddess" (who ate like a liberated refugee) was wanton in her whims,frenzied 
in her housekeeping,and reached a shuddering climax in her eighth month when she fell 
through the kitchen floor. Going home to San Juan to secure the services of Papa, a 
first generation Italian builder, John's. safari back to Los Angeles on the train with 

' Papa is a humiliating ordeal as Papa - with his goat's cheese and red wine - provides 
a public spectacle. Emily's activities in her last month become more strenuous; Ca- 
tholicism calls her and she studies canon law at night, while by day, she and Papa 
tear down the walls of the house - but fail to fix the kitchen floor. A first trip to 
the hospital, escorted by John, Papa and finally Father Gondalfo - for a last minute 
baptism, ends - not in fruition - but in her return home for another week; a second 
trip, and a long agony, produces the only possible result - a son... No natural child- 
birth this, and undoubtedly a lot more fun. 


April 22 


Baldwin, Raymond E. Macmillan 
LET'S GO INTO POLITICS $300 2.7. 


A chatty, informative, autobiographical guide by a former governor of Con- 
necticut. Although almost entirely at the state and local level, Mr. Baldwin's pro- 
ferred advice - from how to begin by offering one's services as a precinct helper in 
local elections, to the pros and cons of political patronage - is sincerely and whole- 
somely given. He discusses the necessary personality traits - discretion, a genuine 
liking for people; town hall and local government, state government, party bosses, le- 
gislature sessions, conventions, campaigns, the problems of the governor's office, the 
duties of citizenship, and he pleasantly intersperses his material with appropriate 
personal anecdotes. A lawyer and a Republican - a rather tame one, his book is of no 
great import to the political world, but it will make interesting entertainment for 
those who want to enter the field. 


Holbrook, Stewart Macmillan 
FAR CORNER: A Personal View of the Pacific Northwest $4.00 


There's tremendous zest and vitality to Stewart Holbrook's writing - and it 
seems singularly suited to the Northwest which he has made so wholly his own. This is 
first rate regional reporting, though not a book for casual traveler. The focus is on 
the aspects of the Northwest that give it its arresting character, its persuasive fron- 
tier spirit, its tingling aliveness. Portland and Seattle have no greater share in 
this than remote and relatively unknown spots that tourists never visit. There's much 
of the industries that have built the Northwest - with lumbering the greatest of them 
all. But almost nothing of the romance of the salmon or the lure of the rivers and 
lakes and streams. The grandeur of the scenery comes in for its due, but the particu- 
lar’ fascination of the Rain Forests, the breath taking beauty of the Puget Sound, the 
sharp contrasts of which one is aware in flying through the Northwest are left for the 
traveler to find out for himself. The things he has no chance to learn are here to read: 
- the man-made myths and legends, the gamble of the railroads that made and broke cities 
and regions, the boom and bust of mining hopes, the cooperative community enterprises 
that had their brief glory, the violence of nature, as in the Heppner flood of 1903. Pic- 
turesque aspects, the exaggeration that is essentially American, the eccentricities that 
add to its flavor - these are the things about the Northwest that he explores and shares. 
But through the pages, a richer sense of what is still an outpost region are given to 
the readers. While the bulk of the’ market will be in the Northwest, anyone interested 
in a very personal approach to regional writing will find this rewarding reading. Let's 
hope it comes in for some drastic editing before April to cut out the repetitions and 
the careless journalese. 
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April 23. v 


Bryson, Lyman BB, 
THE NEXT AMERICA @ 


Lyman Bryson has written another book on contemporary problems which is ee. 
terized by the same facile, forward-looking optimism that has made him a favorite with many 
Americans as Director on the radio program, Invitation to gta, In his preface he re- 
marks that no one can justly claim to be a superior prophet "except perhaps in faith". And 
it is Mr. Bryson's faith abounding in the basic soundness of the American people and their 
institutions which guides his thinking in such chapters as "What Has Happened to Democracy?", 
"The Destiny of Nations", "Individualism as Duty", etc. In short, Mr. Bryson believes that 
\merica must become a sister nation in a World Civilization inspired by democratic ideals. 

He seems to feel that this end can be accomplished if the democracies will stick together 
and be willing to listen to both sides of the story. Perhaps a slightly oversimplified view, 


ut it's what many people will want to read - if they read this type of book. 


Kaye-Smith, Sheila _ Harper J | 
QUARTER IN HEAVEN $3.50 


A psychological study of four saintly women, a very personal kind of book by a 
iovelist who is also an ardent Catholic. The choice includes St. Catherine of Genoa, 
lother Cornelia Connelly from Philadelphia, St. Rose of Lima, and St. Therese of Lisieux, 
two matrons and two maidens, chosen for harmonious balance and contrast, and spanning three 
enturies and backgrounds as remote as the Americas and Europe, Renaissance Italy and France 
f Cezanne and Van Gogh. The "saints" are shown in their human natural guises as well as the 
1oly and supernatural. Catherine, shy mystic of the Renaissance, transcended the limitations 
f her marriage to become a nurse to the plague ridden hundreds, and left behind an important 
ody of unwritten doctrine... Mother Cornelia, a 19th century convert, left her dominating 
jusband and her maternal preoccupations to become founder of the Society of the Holy Child 
esus, pioneer in education for Catholic girls. These two studies make worthy but dull rea- © 
hing, while the other two have the sparkle and glow of inspiration. St. Rose, with her in- 
spired innocence, her secret savage penance, her visions, prophecies and healing gift, is 
iscinating reading. And the presentation of Therese of Lisieux, child nun, is subtle and 
ving, avoiding the sentimentality too often characteristic of stories of this 19th century 
paint of the small people. The volume ends with some perceptive, stimulating notes on the 
hature of holiness. Reading for literate Catholics primarily, though the author's name will 
nevitably extend the market. 


Martin, John Bartlow Harper 
MY LIFE IN CRIME $3.00 / 


*A frank, and quite frankly fascinating first person story of a criminal career in 
he words of Gene - who lived it - as told to a highly capable (Butcher's Dozen) crime re- 
porter. From the time when in school Gene "got into the habit of being accustomed to things 
hat were way out of my class", to a Navy term which began at the age of 15 and showed him 
ow to turn some easy money from pea jackets, and blankets, and narcotics stolen from the dis- 
ensary, this follows his professional application of the principle that "An honest dollar 
ont buy as much as two crooked dollars". Mostly in the midwest, but back and forth across 
he continent when his natural habitat became unseasonable, Gene filled in on a fast dollar 
ere and there-stickups, roadhouses, cars, slot machines, safes, armed robberies, arson, boot- 
egging, and here shows that "there's no one way to steal, there's a thousand ways". Here too 
s a bitter to blistering commentary on the vanishing honest man; on police and political cor- 
uption from the fix outside to the court room ("If you haven't got money, you're guilty of 
verything in the book") to the pen - Leavenworth,Joliet, Pontiac, etc. where "the only thing 
ou couldn't buy was a woman". There's a lot too on the science of crime, from the take to it 
erchandising; on women; on narcotics; on the Syndicate; on the Prohibition-Depression eras t 
omplete a dossier of one man and. a life which has reached the end of the line, out of money, 
it of luck, and out of a future... A taped record, to Which the high powered vernacular lends 
omentum. There will be strong publisher promotion. 
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April 23 | 


Reilly, William J. Harper 
SUCCESSFUL HUMAN RELATIONS $2.50 


Another pep talk by the Founder and Director of the National Institute for 
Straight Thinking who is also the author of Zhe Twelve Rules for Straight Thinking, 
How to Avoid Work, etc. The direct tack here involves the opening of the closed mind 
(yours and others'), the inspiration of confidence - and finally belief. And although 
persuasion is the preferential method, force too may occasionally be used at home (lar- 
gely in the parental capacity), in business, or in government. Everyday experiences 
and some very recognizable remarks make this an object lesson in ~ as well as an appli- 
cation of - human relations for better and for worse... Self help - help yourself. 


Smith, G. Milton : Harper 
MORE POWER TO YOUR MIND + | / $2.19 


For those, "who are needlessly operating below the level of effectiveness of 
which they are capable", who are badgered - or harried by doubt and indecision, this © 
is an explanation of human behavior by an Associate Professor of Psychology at C.C.N.Y. 
which derives from no particular school but a great deal of general understanding. 

For there is a great deal of “organized common sense" in this interpretation (and appli- 
cation) of psychological principles: the fundamental needs of the self (for identifi- 
cation and independence and self-expression); the self-deceptions or defense mechanisms; 
the power principle and the need for mastery; the frustration and aggression reaction; 
conflicts and their resolution; learning; work satisfaction; psychosomatic situations; 
sex; child-parent and home relationships - these are all analyzed with insight... A book 
of more substance than the tag title would indicate, for self-knowledge at higher level. 


Stimpson, George Harper 
A BOOK ABOUT AMERICAN POLITICS ,, $4.95 


Another in this series, this is against a potpourri of curious facts, bits of 
biography, terms, sources of quotations and expressions, etc. linked by the basic con- 
cern with politics in its broadest sense. Do you know the story behind the terms Kit- 
chen Cabinet, gerrymandering, Loco foco, mugwump, dollar diplomacy, lame duck? Do you 
know who was nicknamed "The great expounder", "The great commoner", "The happy warrior"? 
Do you know where these quotations originated: "I'd rather be right than President"; “a 
war to end war"? Many assumptions are refuted, many errors set straight. And for the 
fact finder, this is fun - and it also provides a generous supply of specialized informa- 


tion for American citizens. 
April 28 


Gamow, George Viking 
THE CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE $3.75 


Already well known as a lively and informative writer of science for the lay- 
man, this latest book of Professor Gamow is no less interesting. The third in a trilo- 
gy of which the first two were Zhe Birth -and Death of the Sun and The Biography of the 
Earth, this propounds the author's theories as an expansionist - in language that is 
simple, yet mindful of the complexities of science and relatively unmincing in its termi- 
nology. Briefly, Dr. Gamow theorizes that the universe was a compressed superatom some 
three billion years ago. But in an hour a "cooking" process took place and expansion be- 
gan. Then for thirty million years nothing much happened until the gases formed by at- 
oms broke into clouds and through successive condensations formed protogalaxies - a con- 
tinuing process of expansion to infinity. The book starts with a historical survey of 
the science of cosmology - the early theories of Hubble, then goes on to age problems, 
the expansionist theory itself, the Ylem theory of the formation of atomic species, the 
hierarchy of condensations, the lives of stars. It is exciting stuff to think about, ac- 
curately presented by an astrophysicist with a good imagination. 
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CLOSE TO PUBLICATION 


Bunting, Earl & Maher, Edward Farrar, Straus & Young 
THEY WANT TO KNOW $1.75 @ 


The Managing Director of the National Association of Manufacturers, in con- 
junction with this organization's Director of Publications, provide here the answers to 
some questions posed by college students. And here, in a sleek to smug oversimplifica- 
tion which is insistently critical of all forms of governmental legislation, levies, and 
spending, is the voice of big business in a onceover of depression,prosperity, jobs, venture 
capital, profits, monopolies, tariff, natural resources, patents, planned economy, the wel- 
fare state, social security, etc. The finality of opinion - "There is no form of welfare 
the Federal Government can provide for the people that they cannot provide for themselves 
in their own communities better and more effectively" leaves no room for argument - or 


does it 777 Who dat dey anyway? (2/19) 
PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
600 O'Neill, J.M.-CATHOLICISM AND AMERICAN FREEDOM- from 11/14 to 3/26. (Harper) 
708 Turnbull, Agnes S.- GOWN OF GLORY- from 2/21 to 3/19. Price from $3.50 to $3.75. 
(Houghton, Mifflin) 
718 Hart, B.H.L.- £d. -THE LETTERS OF PRIVATE WHEELER- from 2/14 to 2/25. Price from 
$3.50 to $3.75 (Houghton, Mifflin) 


T Caldwell, Erskine- A LAMP FOR NIGHTFALL- definite date 4/15 (Little, Brown-D.S.P.) 
11 Landon, J. -ANGLE OF ATTACK- price from $3.50 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 
14 Conrad, B. -Title from A DAY OF FEAR to MATADOR- definite date 3/20. Price is 
$2.75. (Houghton, Mifflin) 
27 Griffith, Corinne-PAPA'S DELICATE CONDITION- price is $2.50. Definite date 3/6. 
(Houghton, Mifflin) © 
4h Summers, H.- BRIGHTEN THE CORNER -price from $3.00 to $2.75(Doubleday) 


51 Brown. H.J.- HAND WEAVING - from 2/13 to 5/7 (Harper) 
52 Matsuoka, Yoko - DAUGHTER OF THE PACIFIC - from 2/13 to 2/27. Price from $3.95 to 
$3.00. (Harper) 


57 Hoover, Herbert - THE MEMOIRS OF HERBERT HOOVER -Vol.II- price from $4.00 to $5.00. 
(Macmillan) | 

58 Hartley: Frank; Goldenson - UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN'S PLAY - price is $3.50. Definite 
date 3/17 (Columbia University Press) 

66 Chan, Sou- HOUSE OF CHAN COOK BOOK - price from $2.75 to $2.50 (Doubleday) 

69 (J)Aldrich, M.M.- TOO MANY PETS - definite date 3/18 (Macmillan) 

73 (J)Lent, H.B. - FROM TREES TO PAPER - definite date 3/18 (Macmillan) 

75 (J)Longstreth, T.M. - ELEPHANT TOAST - ELEPHANT TOAST - definite date 3/4 (Macmillan) 

76 (J)Sperry, A.- THUNDER COUNTRY - definite date 3/18 (Macmillan) 


83 Spring, Howard - THE HOUSES BETWEEN - from 4/9 to 4/23 (Harper) 
88 Hardy, W.G. - THE UNFULFILLED - from 3/14 to 3/28 (Holt) 


91 Lessner, Erwin - AT THE DEVIL'S BOOTH - price from $5.00 to $4.95 (Doubleday) 

92 Slaughter, Frank G.- EAST SIDE GENERAL - price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Doubleday) 

92 Emerick, Lucille - THE CITY BEYOND - price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Holt) 

92 Maddow, Ben - FORTY-FOUR GRAVEL STREET - price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Little, Brown) 

92 Miller, Helen T.- THE PROUD YOUNG THING - definite date 3/31 (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 
95 Hostovsky, Egon - MISSING - from 4/11 to 4/25 (Viking) 


96 Masters, John - THE DECEIVERS - definite date 4/4 (Viking) 
101 Vandenberg, A.H., Jr.—fd. THE PRIVATE PAPERS OF SENATOR VANDENBERG - definite 
date 4/9 (Houghton, Mifflin) 

103 Putnam, Peter -"KEEP YOUR HEAD UP,MR. PUTNAM" - from 3/2 to 3/12 (Harper) 
105 Robinson, M. - WILKIE COLLINS - from 3/4/ to 3/18 (Macmillan) @ 
113 Clark, Eleanor - ROME AND A VILLA - price from $3.00/$3.50 to $4.00 (Doubleday) 
114 Miloradovich, M. - THE HOME GARDEN BOOK OF HERBS AND SPICES - from 4/10 to 4/24. 

Cf. report - the author is feminine, not masculine (Doubleday) 





